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health was so materially impaired that he was, at the end
of fifteen years* hard service (having then attained the rank
of Captain) under the necessity of resigning his command,
wherein he had done credit to himself and to his employers,
being by his integrity highly respected by the natives. He
went down to the Presidency in order to engage a passage
in one of the homeward bound Indiamen, taking up his
abode in the house of Mr. George Elliot, an intimate friend.
Unhappily, before the time of the ship'rt departure his
indisposition proved fatal. Being given over by the
physicians that attended him, he desired I might be sent
for to draw his Will, for which he gave me instructions with
as much perspicuity and good sense as if in full vigour of
health. Whilst I was preparing the Will upon a table placed
close to the couch on which he lay in an agony of pain, his
malady being the liver, the two medical gentlemen who
had attended came in, when both were of opinion he could
not survive three hours. After the Will had been read
over to him and another legacy added by his desire, ha
executed it as he lay, and in one hour afterwards breathed
his last. I have here greatly trespassed upon the order of
time, but I thought it better at once to finish my account
of this singular man.

When the meat was removed from the table at the dinner
I was speaking of at St. Helena, the Governor expressed
his concern to General Smith that neither of the store ships
were yet arrived, consequently there was not a bit of cheese
upon the Island. The following day the same party dined
with Mr. Corneille, and the good naturod Governor renewed
his concern at the want of cheese, to which the General
answered he was indifferent about cheese, nor should ho
much care if he never saw any. The third (lay we again mot
at Mr. Skottowe's, and again the lamentation for the want
of cheese, whereupon the pompous military hero angrily
said, " Damn the cheese. Why do you continue plagueing
me, sir, with your want of cheese when I have HO often told
you I don't care two ponce about it." The mild Governor,
who was unacquainted with the circumstance of his guest's